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RCC JUNIORS PHILOSOPHY
‘Creating Opportunities to Grow!’

We believe every child no matter what their skill level must have the opportunity to become
the best that they can be at playing the game of cricket by developing themselves and their
skills.
We have made the effort to set out our guidelines in this document, THE FAIR PLAY GUIDE as
well as in our SQUAD MANAGERS GUIDE and COACHING GUIDE’s to ensure that all involved
in our cricket structures understand what we are about and what our expectations are of
individuals in their roles.
We set out our different approaches for Randburg Cricket Club Juniors and our Randburg
Raptors Programs in this document to ensure that there is clarity around how we approach our
programs.
We understand that players all develop in different ways and at different times, therefore we
appreciate that in any given age group we have from real beginners to highly skilled cricketers.
There are numerous forces outside of our control that reside within the nature of the game that
at times does not make it possible to provide our desired equal opportunity during every
match and practice.
We are doing our utmost best to ensure that we get as close to meeting the standards we set
out in all our guides.
We wish all involved a fantastic and rewarding season ahead.

The Fair Play Guide is reviewed regularly. If you have any comments or suggestions please do not
hesitate to get in touch with our Head Coach.
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OUR BRAND OF CRICKET
Our Brand of Cricket speaks to how we coach.

‘We want to play an attacking brand of cricket,
where cricketers can express the best of
themselves fully while maintaining respect for the
Spirit of Cricket & the Laws of the Game.’
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Players Pact
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WHERE WE PLAY
THE LEAGUES WE PLAY IN

Central Gauteng Junior Club Leagues
• CGL Junior Club Leagues are typically on a Saturday.
• Played by our RCC Juniors teams.
• Normally friendly leagues, with no winners at the end of the season.
• We keep our own statistics for these leagues.
• We may enter as many teams as we have available into the CGL Leagues.
• Our RCC Juniors Selection Policies Apply.
Tournaments
• Various tournaments through the year.
• Played by our Randburg Raptors teams.
• Teams can aim to win tournaments.
• Statistics often kept by the tournament, if not we will keep our own records.
• Amount of teams in certain tournaments can be limited.

HOME VENUES

We have numerous home fields that we use.
Main Field - The field where we also have club practice
B Field - The field that is below the rugby club.
Randpark Primary - Used for all age groups.
Unika Laerskool - Used for all age groups

AWAY VENUES

We play against all other clubs in the leagues through all our age groups. We can travel to
further away venues in Heidelberg, Lenasia, Krugersdorp, Randfontein, Houghton, Midrand and
more…
Friendly matches can take us even further away from the club. We have played matches as far
as Benoni and Pretoria.

8

AGE GROUPS 2022
RCC Juniors Age Group criteria
• We shift age groups as cricketers move grades at school.
• Players are grouped into year of birth.
• Cricketers can play in older age groups, but not in younger age groups.
•
When cricketers go to High School, they become ineligible to play for the junior club
on Saturdays.
AGE GROUP

UNDER 7

UNDER 9

UNDER 11

UNDER 13

SQUAD GROUP

AGE AT 1 JAN 2022

YEAR BORN

4 and less

2017+

5

2016

6

2015

U8

7

2014

U9

8

2013

U10

9

2012

U11

10

2011

U12

11

2010

U13

12

2009

U7

9

SQUAD SELECTION
RCC Juniors endeavours to make sure our selection processes are reflective of our philosophy.
We take care in selecting our teams according to the guidelines laid out per age group within
this document.
In this section, we highlight some general points with regards to selection that applies to all
ages.

RCC JUNIORS SQUAD SELECTION GUIDELINES

• Squads are selected by the Junior Club Head Coach and Assistant Coach, with assistance of
Squad Coaches.
• Squads will be selected considering the amount of Batsman, Fast/ Medium & Spin Bowlers,
All-rounders & Wicketkeepers in a specific squad.
• Squads at U7 are split between cricketers who will move up to U8 next year and the younger
cricketers who are selected on mixed skills basis.
• Squads at U9, U11 and U13 are all selected with their own criteria.

RANDBURG RAPTORS SQUAD SELECTION GUIDELINES

• We select the strongest possible squads from cricketers available for selection.
• This is to ensure that we compete to our best at tournaments.
• Select players into specific roles.
• Squads of 13 to have as a guideline at least 7 Batsmen, 2 - 3 Allrounders, 4 Seam Bowlers,
2 spinners and 2 Wicketkeepers as options in the squad.
.
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PLAYING IN OLDER AGE GROUPS
We allow for cricketers to play in older age groups, however cricketers playing in an older age
group is an ‘exception not the rule’. Parents can enquire about the option to let their child play
in an older age group by contacting the Junior Club Head Coach.
Before contacting the Junior Club Head Coach, please consider the following:
• Older age groups have cricketers that bowl faster and hit the ball harder.
• The size and weight of the ball could be different in the older age group (U7 play with Slaz
Balls / U8, U9, U10, U11 play with 113g balls / U12, U13 with 135g balls)
• If a parent decides to let their child play in an older age group, it will be at their own risk.
• Playing in an older age group could result in different opportunities than what the cricketer
would receive in their own age group.
• Requests to older age groups will only be catered for during squad selection periods, or
when a cricketer arrives at the club for their first practice. Typically, squad selection
periods are in Summer: September and January and in Winter: End of April.
• Once a cricketer is selected into a squad they will remain in that squad until any given
break when we review teams.
Guidelines & Process to move to an older age group.
• Parents to contact the Junior Club Head Coach in advance to discuss the likelihood of
their child playing in an age group older.
• The Junior Club Head Coach along with the relevant Senior Coach and Squad Coaches
will determine whether a cricketer will fit in at the higher age group during a Saturday
practice. We will consider playing ability as well as the ability to cope with all demands of
the older age group.
• If needed recent statistics might be required.
• The Junior Club Head Coach and the Senior Coaches reserves the right to reverse any
decisions should any anomalies be identified in the older age group.
• The Junior Club Head Coach will communicate the results of the assessment to the
parent and will engage them with regards to the appropriateness of their child moving to
the older age group.

Our principal concern will be the safety of the cricketer and whether their skills will hold up in a
higher age group as we do not want to negatively affect any cricketers’ confidence or
development. If the Junior Club Head Coach and his Senior Coaches are of the view that it
would not be in the cricketer’s best interest, we will not allow them to move up to an older age
group than that which his age dictates.
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PRACTICE GUIDELINES SUMMARY
Our primary aim at practice is to ensure that all cricketers have an equal opportunity to become
better at playing the game.

PRACTICE GUIDE
Parents

Parents can view practice from the clubhouse and are not allowed
on the field.

Managers

Managers are allowed on the field; however, they do not get
involved with coaching.

Coaches

Coaches to keep the following in mind:
1. Plan and structure every practice so that every cricketer has an
opportunity to practice their, batting, bowling and fielding skills
during any given practice.
2. Coaching to happen within the Coaching Program.
3. Coach with a fair approach to all cricketers irrespective of their
current skill level.

Any Feedback

Contact our Junior Club Head Coach via email with regards to any
feedback on practice or coaching at RCC Juniors.

Please note that our coaching is squad based, this means that coaches focus on coaching the
squad as well as developing individual skills.

SPECIALIST SKILLS
Wicketkeeping

Practice: All wicket keepers who want to keep wicket during
matches are encouraged to join our wicket keeping practice on a
Saturday morning.
Matches: If there is more than 1 wicketkeeper in a squad, all
wicketkeepers are provided with equal opportunity during matches
over the course of the season.

Captaincy

We encourage development of captains at all ages. Each squad
can rotate captaincy duties to expose as many of our cricketers to
the role of the captain.
At the same time, we know that not all cricketers are captains.
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RCC JUNIORS & RANDBURG RAPTORS
MATCH SELECTION GUIDELINES
As our teams vary in size, we apply some of the below guidelines as and when we deem
necessary through our Committee, Junior Club Head Coach, Squad Coaches and Squad
Managers. They can use their discretion when finalising teams to play in matches and can take
into consideration the below listed criteria as a guide.
MATCH SELECTION GUIDE
Not Registered

Will NOT be available for selection.

Fees Outstanding

No cricketer will be eligible for selection if their fees are not paid in
full or part payment thereof, or and arrangement is in place.

When more than 11
Cricketers are
Available

Preference is given as follows (taking into account team make up,
wicketkeepers and spinners):
1. Cricketers who have not yet played any match.
2. Cricketers who have played the least number of matches.
3. Cricketers who haven't had the best opportunities in the matches
they did play.

Not Attending
Practice

Managers can use their discretion when selecting teams, especially
when more than 11 cricketers are available for a specific match,
practice attendance can be considered to finalize teams.

Only Play Home
Games

Could result in not being selected for the next home fixture.

Failure to Attend

If a cricketer fails to attend a match that they confirmed without
notifying the manager, they will be ineligible for selection for the next
match.

Other Factors That
The factors below can all play a role and affect a cricketer’s
Can Influence Match opportunity to play in matches.
Selection
1. General player availability - School commitments, Area Cricket,
Holidays, Illness, Injury.
2. Match Situations - for both the opposition and within your own
team match situations can result in varied opportunities.
3. Weather Conditions - Cricket is played outside and therefore the
weather can affect opportunities.
4. Human Error - Although not planned for human error can cause
varied opportunities
Any Feedback

Please contact our Committee via email, should you have any
feedback with regards to match selection.
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RCC JUNIORS UNDER 7
GUIDELINES
YEAR
BORN

AGE ON 1 JAN ‘22

Year of Birth U5

2017+

4+

Year of Birth U6

2016

5

Year of Birth U7

2015

6

AGE GROUP

TEAM CRITERIA
Squad Sizes
Squad Names
Squad Types

10

Team to Play in
Match

8-10

2015 (Cubs), 2016/17+ (Cats)
Mixed Teams of all ages.
This will be true for the whole year apart from November till the new
year. During this period, we want to start introducing the U7’s to
hardball cricket as they will move up to U8 in January every year.

ROTATION POLICY
General Rotation

Head Coach & designated Committee Member to manage the
process of rotation ensuring that all cricketers have opportunity
through a season to bat and bowl in as many positions as possible.

Match Rotation

The format of play is such that all cricketers will receive opportunity
to bat, bowl, field and keep wicket. Managers to ensure that
cricketers get opportunity to bat and bowl in different pairs as well as
different positions.
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RCC JUNIORS UNDER 9
GUIDELINES
YEAR
BORN

AGE ON 1 JAN ‘22

Year of Birth U8

2014

7

Year of Birth U9

2013

8

AGE GROUP

TEAM CRITERIA
Squad Size
Squad Names
Squad Types

Squad Make Up

15

Team to Play in
Match

11

U9 (Panthers, Cheetahs) & U8 (Pumas, Wildcats)
U8 teams are selected on a mixed skills basis. U9’s will have a team
of players whose skills can be challenged and another team of
players whose skills still need to develop a bit more.
Teams to have at least 2 wicketkeepers and 2 spinners.

ROTATION POLICY
General Rotation

Head Coach & designated Committee Member to manage the
process of rotation ensuring that all cricketers have opportunity
through a season to play, as well as to bat and bowl in as many
positions as possible.
Roughly use the following to rotate the team through games.
• Batting positions: 1-3, 4-7, 8-11 (Change the position when
cricketers enter the same block for a second time.)
• Cricketers rotate from one block to the next from game to
game. Can be affected by availability and match selection.
• An equal opportunity to bat and bowl style to be used through
the season.
• Bat 1-11, Bowl 11-1.
• Wicketkeeper does not have to bowl in a game. If a game is
shared by two wicketkeepers they can share overs too.

Match Rotation

Batting: 4 overs per batting pair or retire at 25. This will create a 24
over game.
Bowling: 2 overs per bowler. Excludes the wicketkeeper to bowl.
Two bowlers can bowl 3 overs.
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RCC JUNIORS UNDER 11
GUIDELINES
YEAR
BORN

AGE ON 1 JAN ‘22

Year of Birth U10

2012

9

Year of Birth U11

2011

10

AGE GROUP

TEAM CRITERIA
Squad Size
Squad Names
Squad Types

Squad Make Up

15

Team to Play in
Match

11

U11 (Eland, Wildebeest, Nyala) & U10 (Kudu, Impala)
Both U10 & U11 will have a team of players whose skills can be
challenged and another team of players whose skills still need to
develop a bit more.
Teams to have at least 2 wicketkeepers and 2 spinners.

ROTATION POLICY
General Rotation

Head Coach & designated Committee Member to manage the
process of rotation ensuring that all cricketers have opportunity
through a season to play, as well as to bat and bowl in as many
positions as possible.
Roughly use the following to rotate the team through games.
• Batting positions: 1-3, 4-7, 8-11 (Change the position when
cricketers enter the same block for a second time.)
• Cricketers rotate from one block to the next from game to
game. Can be affected by availability and match selection.
• An equal opportunity to bat and bowl style to be used through
the season.
• Bat 1-11, Bowl 11-1.
• Wicketkeeper does not have to bowl in a game. If a game is
shared by two wicketkeepers they can share overs too.

Match Rotation

Batting: Retire cricketers at 35 or at a time when they are impacting
the game negatively, ensuring that they had opportunity in the
game.
Bowling: 2 overs per bowler with the best bowlers on the day
getting a third if the game allows
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RCC JUNIORS UNDER 13
GUIDELINES
YEAR
BORN

AGE ON 1 JAN ‘22

Year of Birth U12

2010

11

Year of Birth U13

2009

12

AGE GROUP

TEAM CRITERIA
Squad Size
Squad Names
Squad Types

Squad Make Up

15

Team to Play in
Match

11

Rhinos, Buffalos, Elephants
Both U12 & U13 will have a team of players whose skills can be
challenged and another team of players whose skills still need to
develop a bit more. (this may be reduced if there are too few players
available)
Teams to have at least 2 wicketkeepers and 2 spinners.

ROTATION CRITERIA
General Rotation

Head Coach & designated Committee Member to manage the
process of rotation ensuring that all cricketers have opportunity
through a season to play, as well as to bat and bowl in as many
positions as possible.
Roughly use the following to rotate the team through games.
• Pick a team, batters bat, bowlers bowl, wicket keepers keep
wicket. Cricketers who can play both roles, to have opportunity
to do both through a season. Bat high, no bowling, bat low and
bowl, a bit of batting a bit of bowling. Also ensure that batters
do not bat in the same position in subsequent matches.
Rotation can happen within the top 6 as well as the lower order.

Match Rotation

Batting: Retire cricketers at 50 or at a time when they are impacting
the game negatively, ensuring that they had opportunity in the
game.
Bowling: Cricketers picked to bowl in a match, to bowl a minimum
of 3 overs.
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RANDBURG RAPTORS
GUIDELINES
AGE GROUP

YEAR BORN

AGE ON 1 JAN ‘22

U9

2013 / 2014

7/8

U11

2011 / 2012

9 / 10

U13

2009 / 2010

11 / 12

TEAM CRITERIA
Squad Size

Squad Names
Squad Selection

13

Team to Play in
Match

11 / 12 depending on
tournament playing
conditions.

Raptors Blue / Raptors White
Depending on time frames we will ideally have trials in order for
players to make the Randburg Raptors squads. Not everyone is
guaranteed a spot.

Squad Types

We select the strongest possible squads from cricketers available for
selection. This is to ensure that we compete to our best at
tournaments.

Squad Make Up

Select players into specific roles. Squads of 13 to have as a
guideline at least 7 Batsmen, 2 - 3 Allrounders, 4 Seam Bowlers, 2
spinners and 2 Wicketkeepers as options in the squad.

ROTATION CRITERIA
General Rotation

Squad Coach to select the strongest possible batting and bowling
line ups from available players, especially when playing against
stronger opposition. We do however encourage coaches to ensure
they provide opportunity to all players within reason and without
harming the teams chances to win games, to have opportunities to
bat and bowl.
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